DICK ADAMS
in my life before/' Thus when they came to unriddle the
matter on both sides they could not forbear laughing, the
Bishop at his nephew, and the mercer for lending a man
who had once cheated him a guinea to cheat him again.
After this Dick Adams got into the Life Guards, but his
extravagance not permitting him to live on his pay, he went
on the highway. One day he and some of his accomplices,
meeting with a gentleman on the road, took from him
a gold watch, and a purse in which were one hundred and
eight guineas. But Adams, not contented with this booty,
and seeing that the gentleman whom they robbed had a
very fine coat on, rode a little way back again, and saying
to him, " Sir, you have a very good coat on, I must make
bold to change with you," he stripped him of it and put
on his. As the gentleman was riding along after he-was
robbed, hearing something jingle in the pocket of the coat
which Adams had put on him, felt therein, and, to his
great joy, found his watch and guineas again, which Adams
in the hurry and confusion had forgotten to put into the other
coat pocket when he changed coats with the gentleman.
Dick Adams, going out the same day again with his
comrades, stopped the Canterbury stage-coach on the
road betwixt Rochester and Sittingbourne, in which were
several%entlewomen ; and for the last mistake they had made
they were very severe and boisterous upon these passengers.
Thus having rifled all the gentlewomen to above the value
of two hundred pounds in money and goods, they left them
to proceed on their journey, with very sorrowful hearts for
their sad mischance.
But at last, Dick robbing a man by himself, between
London and Brainford, the person robbed met with a
neighbour on the road, who closely pursued this highway-
man. He made a running fight of it, shooting Tartar-like
behind him ; but they at last apprehended him, and carried
him before a magistrate, who committed him to Newgate.
Though he was very wicked before his affliction fell upon
him, yet whilst he lay under condemnation he was very
devout. He was executed at Tyburn, in March, 1713.
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